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State of Wisconsin/Department of Transportation 
RESEARCH PROGRESS REPORT FOR THE QUARTER ENDING:  September 30, 2008 

 
Expenditure Report 

  Hours Amount 
Budgeted 609.0 $51,126.00
Total expended to date 440.5 $34,388.48
Percent completed 72.3% 67.3% 
Expended for current quarter 99.0 $7,425.00
Balance 168.5 $16,737.52

 
 
Brief project description:  
The overall objective of the research is to develop field testing procedures and guidelines for 
determining the effectiveness of various winter chemicals at various application rates. 
The scope of the research is divided into three parts. Part 1 will be the development of an evaluation 
plan. This evaluation plan will be designed to test the effectiveness of any winter chemical in any 
winter weather condition. The plan will specify the minimum equipment and data needed to 
conduct such evaluations.  
 
Part 2 will be the small pilot test on proposed I-94 segment near Alexandria, MN during the 2007 
– 2008 winter in an effort to validate the evaluation plan that was developed in Part 1. A 
Mn/DOT snowplow truck with ground-speed controller will be available for this pilot test. Data 
collection forms will be developed and provided to record the necessary data from the snowplow 
truck operations.  
 
Part 3 will be the final report that documents the findings and conclusions of this study. This 
report will include the testing guidelines and procedures that were developed along with the 
minimum equipment and data requirements, results of the pilot test, and recommendations for 
modifications to the testing procedures. 
 
Progress this quarter (include specific tasks completed): 
The research team worked on obtaining clarification on the MDSS recommendations and AVL 
activates.  Work was completed on Sections 1 thru 6 of the Evaluation Plan. As requested, these 
sections will be forwarded to the Panel for review. Work was started on the draft of the Final 
Report. 

 
Tasks planned for next quarter: 
The research team plans to complete the Evaluation Plan and the draft of the Final Report next quarter. 

 
Identify any outstanding issues and barriers 
No major problems were encountered during the reporting period. 
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FIG. B -- CONTRACT FUNDS
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FIG. C -- CONTRACT PERIOD
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