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	PROJECT TITLE:  Automatic Spreading System – Clear Roads Organization
OBJECTIVES: long range goals are listed below from the requirement.

1) Identify and document hardware/software that will adapt to the existing control systems being utilized by various DOTs (both granular and liquid) focusing on limited input of ambient and roadway temperatures

2) Analyze the cost-effectiveness of those identified systems

3) Create a reference guide that recommends cost-effective approaches to consider retro-fitting existing equipment to support automatic dispensing. Included in this analysis should be the necessary interface with an Automatic Vehicle Location/Geographic Information System (AVL/GIS) system that will facilitate automatic deployment of the material


	PERIOD COVERED:  4/1/2012 – 6/30/2012

	PARTICIPATING AGENCIES:  Clear Roads Organization


	PROJECT MANAGER: Tom Peters
LEAD AGENCY: Mn/DOT

PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR:  

Dr. Gregory E. Thompson

	SP&R PROJECT NO:  Mn/DOT Contract#: 99392
Fed Project#: TPF-5(218)


	PROJECT IS:

           Planning

    X      Research & Development 

                    

	ANNUAL BUDGET: $69,550.00

	PROJECT EXPENDITURES TO DATE: $7,900.00


	WORK COMPLETED: Met the first milestone by conducting conference call with Clear Roads committee members at the 30% point for the first task.  Reported to Clear Roads initial findings from literature search and face to face interviews with spread controller vendors at the APWA snow and ice exposition in Milwaukee, WI.  Continued data gathering for task 1 and began preparing for task 2.  Tested sample questions from draft questionnaires with potential online survey responders.  Prepared contract amendment to modify consultant services to another professional and TEC team member.  This resulted in short delay of delivery of the draft surveys.


	SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES EXPECTED TO BE PERFORMED NEXT QUARTER: Continue to canvas existing databases for automatic spreading capabilities from snow & ice industry and other related industries; to include agriculture and emergency services (law enforcement, firefighting, and others).  Prepare online survey instruments to collect information from highway maintenance professionals and spread controller vendors.


	STATUS AND COMPLETION DATE: On schedule, completion date: 2/15/2013; next quarterly report due is for the period of 7/1/2012 – 9/30/2012.  Second milestone is anticipated to be completed end of August 2012.



